
Georgian Bay in Crisis



If only I had packed the boat 

lighter.
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• For the Township of The Archipelago (TOA), 

this is the second time we have had to react to 

low water levels and how the township would 

help our residents and commercial operators help our residents and commercial operators 

deal with the low water.



• January 2013 - Letter from the Reeve outlining 

the program staff have prepared for dredging 

and docks sent to all ratepayers.

• Township website uploaded with information 

and application forms.



• Ministry of Natural Resources has developed a 

protocol to accommodate the increase in 

workload for dredging applications and 

attempt to have quick turn around for work 

permits. Local MNR staff have been extremely 

helpfulhelpful

• A good start ,however with the unknown 

workload twp. is concerned lack of local MNR 

staff and Endangered Species Act (ESA) will 

delay applications.





Federal Government

• Fisheries and Oceans reviewing operational 

statements in light of the low water.

• Existing operational statements do not help 

residents/commercial operators at present.residents/commercial operators at present.





• Twp. Does not want the Fed’s or the Province 

to waive the requirements under ESA or other 

legislation, rather supply sufficient staff to 

review applications or amend their legislation review applications or amend their legislation 

to allow certain works to take place while 

protecting known habitat.



DOCKS

• Most docks on Georgian Bay have shifted from 

crib style to floating docks which alleviate 

some of the problems associated with 

fluctuating water levels.fluctuating water levels.





• Zoning bylaws restrict the distance docks can 

project into the navigable water, side line 

setbacks and total number of docks, just to 

name a few requirements.name a few requirements.



• TOA approach is to create temporary uses for 

a certain period of time and suspend existing 

zoning regulations.

• Temporary Use By-law, as allowed under • Temporary Use By-law, as allowed under 

section 39 of Planning Act, was passed in 

January of 2013 to allow for docks in areas 

that may not have been allowed before, for a 

period of three years.



• Rather than issue building permits for these 

temporary docks, an innovative approach has 

been taken.

• Building permits will be issued if the applicant 

wishes to permanently re-locate the dock and 

it complies with the township rules.







• Sometimes it may require for neighbours to 

agree by signing a form to allow for a dock 

that may infringe/interfere with ones’ 

enjoyment of the Bay.enjoyment of the Bay.

• What if they do not sign?



• Our approach is to not agree to dock 

relocation. The TOA is taking a tough love 

approach to neighbours who cannot get 

along… and it is time for people to get along.along… and it is time for people to get along.



ENFORCEMENT

• Every ratepayer who enters into dock 

agreement will have a tag placed on GIS 

system identifying the dock location.

• This will allow for staff to enforce the existing 

by-law once the temporary period of three 

years is up.



Outside Agencies

• Other considerations:

• Hydro One how to co-ordinate with dredging?

• 1-888-664-9376 call before you dredge/blast

• Bell Canada same issue as Hydro One



What If…

• If water stays low, Temporary Use By-law can 

be extended for a further three years.

• This extra time, if needed, will give Council • This extra time, if needed, will give Council 

breathing space to deal with water issue on a 

permanent matter.



QUESTIONS?


